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Use artificial intelligence to
build the nation:
VC Prof. Arun K Pujari

Dr. Nicholas Lakra

The Central university
of Rajasthan cele-
brated 69th Republic
Day with great fervour
and zeal. “Fostering
the doctrine of frater-
nity and equality, we
train our students to
become good citizens
in order to make our
country a great nation.
Our country must be
| innovative and for that
our students also must
be innovative, use arti-
ficial intelligence. For
this, we need to go out
of usual and traditional syllabus”, the Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Arun K. Pujari said in the function. The Vice-Chan-
cellor, in a formal speech talked at length about the Artifi-
cial Intelligence. “Today we talk so much about digital
economy. In every field, there is use of artificial intelli-
gence. Our university is already training the students
about artificial intelligence, and in near future, it will be an
interdisciplinary subject here”, he added. He told that the
students should not study merely to acquire grade but to
learn innovations of technology in order to help and build

human society. In this occasion, the Vice-Chancellor |

shared his concerns that the shortage of water was a big
problem in the campus due to which the university was
not able to admit more students. But he also shared the
good news that the Central Government has granted
enough money towards this need. In this regard, as he
told, with the consent of Rajasthan government, pipeline
will be extended from Kishangarh to avail Bisalpur water
in the campus. “As this problem is solved, our university
will admit more students, and will initiate many more pro-
grams”, Prof. Pujari said. Prof. Arun K Pujari also empha-
sized that the Departments of great importance like Public
Policy Law and Governance (PPLG) and Culture and
Media Studies (CMS) to be strengthen more. He told that
the University was to sign MOU with Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for Art (IGNCA) in order to initiate studies on
culture and heritage. "Conservation of cultural heritage
was an important area of research studies. For this pur-
pose, our university is in the process of initiating a course
on Cultural Informatics. Rajasthan has many archeological
sites but no university offers course on archeological stud-
ies" he expressed.The Vice Chancellor also shared that
the Central Government has sanctioned money towards
building of Central School in the Campus. “We envision
establishing our Central School the best in this area. We
have good labs in Physics, Chemistry and Life Science.
The students of Central School also will benefit from these
labs and highly qualified teachers”, he said. The VC, Prof.
Pujari stated that among the 17 universities of 2009, the
Central University of Rajasthan stands top. “Our Univer-
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sity must be in top position not only among the 17 new
Central Universities but among all the Central Universities
that are already established in our country. Our students
must do good research, be innovative, become industrial-
ists and make CURAJ a brand name. Hence, we all need
to work selflessly. Students must study well, classes must
run well, and teachers should use research informed
teaching”, Prof. Pujari addressed the gathering.
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Teaching Learning Centre organized Training Program on MOOCs

Dr. A. Patra & Dr. U. Gupta

In a recent move to further
excel the academics of the
University, a Teaching Learn-
ing Centre (TLC@CUREaj),
funded by the MHRD under
the scheme of Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya National
Mission on Teachers and

Teaching (PMMMNMTT),
was established at Central
University of Rajasthan |

under the visionary mentor-
ship of Honorable Vice

Chancellor Prof. A K Pujari. TLC@CURaj organ-
ized its first activity with a three-day training pro-
gram on Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs)
from March 12 to 14, 2018 mostly for the senior
academicians with limited participant’s capacity
across the India. This three days training program
was attended by 27 participants from more than 10
different institutes of India. The participants were
from more than 6 different states and from 14 dif-
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— ferent

disciplines including

Cchai B '___, | arts, humanities and sciences.

In this course, participants
were exposed to emerging is-
sues of internet-based culture,

digital age learning, use of so-

cial media and digital tools for
enhancing instructional deliv-
ery. A total of seven renowned
| speakers from premier insti-
tutes of India such as IIT Bom-
bay, IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur,
INFLIBNET Ahemdabad,

AICTE New Delhi and NCERT New Delhi were in-
vited to deliver talks related to MOOCs and its im-
portance. The organizing committee received an
overwhelming response of the program from the
participants and invited speakers. The chief guest
during the inaugural session and valedictory ses-
sions were Prof. Yaragatti, Director MNIT Jaipur
and Prof. Bhagirath Singh Vice Chancellor MDS
University, respectively.

More on Page 4
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International Women’s Day is a day
W to remember the sacrifices made by
women across the world. It is a day to
empower women economically and socially. The
day aims to help nations worldwide eliminate
discrimination against women. It also focus on
helping women gain full and equal participation
in global development. The day also reminds the
contribution made by women for international
peace. Women have struggled a lot in the past
and are now able to walk shoulder-to-shoulder
with  men. They have achieved financial
independence with education. So we need to
celebrate the day with pride and honour.
It is great that we have a day like Women’s day
specifically a country like India which has
completely been spoiled by many atrocities
against women like rape, dowry, female
infanticide, exploitation of women at work place
and many more. Female illiteracy higher in the
rural areas where over 63% women remain
unlettered. In 2015, around 6787 dowry death

Women’s empowerment means equal opportunity and equal status

International women's day on March 8 focuses on looking into the issues and concerns of women nationally and internationally. Addressing women's
issues is integral to national development as an Agenda 5 of UN Sustainable Development Goals is specific to Gender Equity. The students of Devel-
opment Communication of the Department of Culture and Media Studies have expressed their opinions on development and gender issues. (The Editor)

International Women's Day in India

Mahima Singh
cases were registered in India according to INCB 4

reports. Many organisations public and private
gear up to participate in various activities like
mass rallies, seminars, documentaries and TV
shows. NGO’s are working towards uplifting
women organise gender sensitive plays.

In India several organisations are working
towards girl child education, eradication of dowry
culture and reservation of seats for women in
local panchayats. And several of these
initiatives have helped in empowerment of
women. Nevertheless a lot of work is still to be
done in public and private sectors. Women'’s Day
in India is celebrated to make people aware of
all the progresses that have been done till date
and the work that still needs to be done.
Women’s Day is a way to recognise the
contribution made by women in various facets of
life. But women still have a long way and lots to
achieve. Women today have made a mark in
every aspect of life: academically, professionally
and now politically.
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Women empowerment and development

On March 8, world
celebrates International
\ ' women’s day to realise
the achievement of
women in the society. In
Indian context, we cannot deny that
women have made a
considerable progress in seven
decades of independence, but they
still have to struggle against many
hardships, to be treated as equal as
men in male dominated society.
Women empowerment is a significant
topic of discussion in development
and growth in India. Women
empowerment means
equal opportunity, equal status with
men in every social sphere. Women
population constitutes around 50% of
the country.
Alarge number of women in India are
unemployed. The Indian economy
suffers a lot because of the unequal
opportunity for women at workplaces.
Women  empowerment implies
developing an ability in women to
take decision with regard to their life
and work. It means equality of justice
to all. We need to empower women
in order to prevail justice for all in our
society. If women are not
empowerment, they cannot enjoy
security and protection in their lives.

Pooja Yadav

Women empowerment also means to
provide them a safe working
environment.

According to statistics of United
Nations, on average women
make up about 43 per cent of
agricultural labour force in developing
countries. About 70 per cent of
women in India work in agriculture.
Women need to be educated and
empowered so that they enjoy other
job facilities other than agriculture.
When more investment is made on
human resource development of
women, child nutrition, health and
education improves. Education is
essential for women empowerment.
According to global statistics, just 39
per cent of rural girls attend
secondary school. Lack of education
effects social status of women. They
lack decision making and
representation in legislature. All these
factor discussed, shows that women
empowerment for development is
multidimensional. Women
Empowerment helps to make the
society and India a better place to live
in and march forward on way to
inclusive participation. The
government has to make good
policies for the upliftment of the
women in India.

Is GST Gender Friendly?
12 Percent GST Makes Women Inaccessible to
Sanitary Napkins

Every woman in the

' 3': country should be able to

¥ &=4 access and afford sanitary
- napkins. Lack of
awareness is big problem in

India. We have to spread awareness
in our society for use of sanitary
napkins. Indian women desperately
need affordable menstrual solutions,
but many don’t even know they need
it. 12% GST makes sanitary napkins
more inaccessible to women. Goods
and Services Tax (GST), a new tax
scheme was started in India from July
1, 2017. With the implementation of
GST a slogan given was “one nation,
one tax, one market”. It has impact on
various industries. The GST was
welcomed by many, but at the same
time some women activist have
expressed their concerns over the
issues of sanitary napkins.

A sanitary napkin must be considered
as a fundamental right of every
woman, as it is a necessity of every
women. Instead of making sanitary
napkins tax-free, Govt. has imposed

Raheem Khan

12 percent GST on this. This decision
is deemed strange as some products
like Sindoor and Bindis are tax free.
Sanitary napkins are essential need
for all adult women, and it is in a non-
essential tax bracket. 12 Percent GST
makes women inaccessible to
Sanitary Napkins.

According to a survey (2010 Nielsen
study) only 12% of India’s 355 million
menstruating women use sanitary
napkins and the remaining 88% of
women resort to shocking alternatives
like unsanitized cloth, ash and husk
sand. Around 70% of women say that
their families cannot afford to buy
sanitary napkins. Girls miss five days
of school in a month during
menstruation, which makes it 50 days
a year. Around 23% of these girls drop
out of school after they start
menstruating. Incidents of
Reproductive Tract Infection (RTI) are
70% more common among women
who do not use sanitary napkins. Use
of sanitary napkins also reduce the
risk of cervical cancer.
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University holds series of talks on the Nobel laureates

Vipul Kumar P Makwana

The Innovation Cell of CURAJ organised lec-
ture series on Nobel Laureates in
the auditorium on Feb. 02, 2018.
The first day of the lectures began
with the opening remarks of Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Arun K. Pujari.
There were three panellist spoke
.~ on the day. Dr. Subhasis Bhadra
(Department of Social Work)
talked on Nobel Laure-
ate (Peace), 2017.
He talked on the
topic: The Nobel
Prize  winning
work for Interna-
tional Campaign .
to Abolish Nu- J&=E2
clear Weapons
(ICAN): A Move-
ment for Nuclear
Disarmament. Dr.
Neeraj Panwar (Department
of Physics) talked on Nobel Lau-
reate (Physics). His topic was:
Light Emitting Diodes: From Ba-
sics to Nobel Prize Winning In-
vention. Dr. Sanjay Arora
' (Department of English) talked on
Nobel Laureate (Literature), 2017,

Dr. Subhashish Bhadra

Dr. Neeraj Panwar

Dr. Sanjay Arora
and his topic was: The making of a Nobel
laureate, Kasauo Ishiguro.

Escheria Festival
Raheem Khan

The second day of the lecture se-
ries was organized on science day
on Feb. 28 in the auditorium. In
this lecture series Dr Pankaj Goyal
(Department of Biotechnology)
talked on Nobel Laureates (Chem-
istry), 2017, on the topic: Cryo-
Electron Microscopy: A wonderful
tool for exploring nano world.
Mohd Hussain Kunroo (De-
partment of Economics)
talked on Nobel Laure-

. ate (Economics),
A ‘fj-;_‘,;gu 2017. He talked on
)‘?MJ“ the topic: Integrating

Dr. Pankaj Goyal

A Q.;;;;-;_‘ Economics with -
Psychology:  The
Evolution of Behav- _.I

ioural Economics. Dr. Mohd Hussain Kunroo
Tarun K. Bhatt (Depart-
ment of Biotechnology)

talked on Nobel Laureate of
(Physiology & Medicine), 2017,
and his topic was Circadian
Rhythms — Biological Clock. The
innovation cell organizes semi-
nars with the purpose of delivering
motivational talks about the Nobel
Laureates in a simple lay-man's
language, so that everyone may understand
and be inspired.

Dr. Tarun K. Bhatt

Math-Earth-2K18 Celebrated

Held in Curaj

Raheem Khan

Department of Microbiology organized
Escheria-2018 festival from 20 to 22
February 2018. The festival of Es-
cheria included various competitions
such as Quiz, Madverstiers, Art Attack,
Lifography, Poster Competition, Junk
to Funk, Fast to Crack, X Factor, Sci-
ence fair and Cultural events. In the
event of X-Factor, the participant were
asked to perform any hidden talent on
open mic in three minutes. Raheem
Khan from Department of Culture and
Media Studies, Ankit from department
of Management, Zabir from Depart-
ment of MSW, Ramavatar Dhandha
and many other students took part in
in this event. In Lifography competition
students submit the photographs of
nature. In madverstier competition,
student performed advertisement on
the spot to sell the different product. In
the Poster competition, students ex-
hibited posters on Nobel prizes in Mi-
crobiology, in which Pooja Yadav from
Department of CMS participated. Stu-
dents Khushboo Mehta, Nitesh
Kansara, Nishant Shekhar and Sristhi
Lokwani coordinated the different
events.

CMS scholar speaks on
impact of media

on society

Vipul Makwana

Department of Culture and Media Stud-
ies organised its first Pre-PhD seminar
of scholar Armendra Amar on 15th Feb-
ruary. Scholar was defending his study
under the topic ‘An analysis of reflect
effect studies of media on society: A
case study of Bhopal gas tragedy’. He
answered various questions of the
committee members Prof S N Ambed-
kar, HOD CMS & Dean Social Sci-
ences, Dean’s Nominee and external
examiner Dr. Subhashish Bhadra,
Head department of Social work, other
faculty members Dr Nicholas Lakra, Dr.
Pranta Pratik Patnaik, Dr. Jadav, Mr
Debaijit Bora. Faculty members and re-
search scholars from different depart-
ments were also present in Seminar.
Armendra is doing his research under
the supervision of Dr. Neeru Prasad.

The Department of Mathematics organ-
ized a week long program the Math-
Earth-2K18 that concluded on Feb. 25.
On the inaugural day a Movie The man

who knew infinity was screened. The
Movie was based on the life of great In-
dian mathematician Ramanujan. A com-
petition of queries on movie was
conducted soon after film show. Ra-
heem Khan, a student from the De-
partment of Culture and Media Studies
got First Prize in this event. In Math
Earth 2K18 various other competitions
such as Problem of the day, Mini
marathon for maths, Essay Writing,
Ludo, Debate, Numbered Chair, Cul-
tural event, Brain storming challenges,
the flip side, Back benchers, treasure
hunt, poster making, kisme kitna hai
dum, play and earn, and Ramanujan

cricket championship, were organized.

National science day

celebrated
Pooja Yadav

Central University of Rajasthan Cel-
ebrated National Science day on
28th February at university audito-
rium. The event was organised by
the Department of physics. On this

occasion Professor  Subhasis
Chaudhuri from IIT Bombay was the
Chief Guest on the occasion. The
theme of this event was "science for
sustainable Development of soci-
ety". He delivered lecture on data
science and information system. In
his lecture, he spoke about C.V.
Raman and his invention. Hon-
ourable Vice chancellor Arun K Pujari
initiated the program by addressing
the student. Students demonstrated
many posters and models on the oc-
casion. Student actively participated
in science quiz and other activities.
National science day is celebrated in
India to mark the discovery of
C.V.Raman. On that day in 1928, Sir
C.V.Raman proclaimed the innova-
tion of the Raman Effect. For his dis-
covery, Sir C.V. Raman was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.
National Science Day is being cele-
brated every year widely to spread a
message about the importance of
science in daily lives and usages of
science for human welfare.
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Performing Yoga for excellence in action

Dushyant Soni

The Central University of Rajasthan ini-
tiated Yoga activities in academic ses-
sion 2017-18 with the purpose of
imparting Yoga education and its ethics
that prevails in India as Yoga System
since ancient time. Yoga is one of the
six systems of philosophy
in India. Yoga promotes ho-
listic well-being of a per-
son. The session of Yoga
practice is conducted every
day at 6.30 to 7.30 morning
in the Central Auditorium of
the University. This ses-
sion is open to all the stu-
dents and faculty
members, non-teaching
staff in the campus. There
are about 50 participants
take part in the Yoga prac-
tice everyday. A system of
attendance is maintained.
The daily session begins with Vedic
chants which lead to healthy and calm
soul. The Vedic chanting helps the par-

ticipants to immerse in themselves in
sounds, quieting the distractions of their
minds. In that process, the yogic partic-
ipants perform preliminary practices like
jogging stretching, etc. to prevent in-
juries and make yoga session more ef-
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fective. After doing the preliminary
practices, the Yoga session continues
with various basic Asanas (pavanamuk-
tasana series, surya namaskar) ,

breathing exercises (pranayama), med-
itation.

Mr. Mehboob Hussain, a well trained
and experienced Yoga instructor con-
ducts yoga session and is always avail-
able for theoretical instructions in the
campus. He explains
the participants about
each practice and its
effects  thoroughly.
Participants who take
part on regular obasis
report that Yoga ses-
sions help them re-
lieve their stress. It
increases  strength
and flexibility, greater
spiritual awareness,
improve power of con-
centration, enhance
self-esteem and self-
discipline. Bhagavad Gita says yogah
karmasu kausalam meaning excellence
in action is Yoga, is becoming true to the
participants here in the university.
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TLC to organise

Frompage 1 jnduction program

The Teaching Learning Centre [funded by MHRD
New Delhi under the scheme of Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and
Teaching (PMMMNMTT)] at Central University of
Rajasthan (TLC@CURaj) is going to organize 'Four
Weeks Induction Training Programme' for the Fac-
ulty Members from May 1st to 26th May, 2018.

In this induction program the participants will be ex-
posed to new and effective methods of teaching and
learning. The goal is also to promote the discipline-
specific curricula pedagogy, learning materials (in-
cluding e-content, MOOCs etc.) for the use by the
teachers in
departments/institutions. Learners will explore the
= use of emerging technologies and their integration
into higher education. The program is also intended
to familiarize the faculty members with the university
governance and administration.

There will be around 50 participants mainly faculty
members (regular/adhoc/temporary) who are in their

colleges and postgraduate

initial years of teaching profession.
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